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The Kazakhs. At the end of the 17th century the Kazakhs were
divided into three zkuza, or states: the Great Horde, occupying
the Lake Balkhash area; the Medium Horde, in the steppes north
of the middle reaches of the Syr Darya, and the Small Horde,
north of the Aral Sea.

The Kazakh ruling caste, consisting of khans and sultans who
traced their ancestry to Genghis Khan, regarded themselves as "blue-
bloods.*3 The power of the khans was hereditary. The various-tribes
were ruled by sultans who were vassals of the khans. Both khans and
sultans extracted tribute from the population, impositions being made
on pasturage, trading caravans, on husbandmen (along the Syr Darya)
and on city dwellers.

In some of the tribes the hereditary clan elders became rulers,
independent of the khans and the sultans. They owned tremendous
herds of cattle and cruelly exploited the population, which still lived
under the patriarchal clan-community system. While the land belonged
to the community the cattle had long since become private property.
The elders of many communities were directly subordinate to the
sultans and the khans.

The Kazakh people had to wage a constant struggle against foreign
enemies who strove to deprive them of their independence. Brave
warriors known as batyri often led the struggle against the invaders.
In the twenties of the 18th century for example, the Kazakhs
were attacked in the east by the Jungars (Kalmucks). This period
has been immortalized in Kazakh folklore as the time of the "Great
Disaster." The Great Horde was conquered and lost its political in-
dependence. The towns on the Syr Darya were made subject to the
Jungars. The Medium Horde migrated to the Tobol River. The Small
Horde migrated to the Yaik River, closer to the Russian border, where
the Kazakhs came into conflict with the Volga Kalmucks.

In 1731 the Kazakh khan of the Small Horde, Abulkhaiyr, took
Bussian citizenship in the hope of obtaining aid from the Russians
against the Kalmucks.

In 1758 the Kazakh people under the leadership of the famous
warrior Khan Ablai of the Medium Horde utterly routed the Jungars
with the help of Chinese troops and thereby threw off the Jungar
yoke.

The grievous condition of the Kazakh masses, oppressed both,
by their own feudal lords and the Russian government, led to a big
uprising (1783-1797) in the Small Horde. The uprising was headed
by a batyr named Srym.

The tsarist detachments could not cope with the movement, which
tad assumed a sweeping character and was at the same time directed
against the sultans and the rich elders. Thereupon the sultans of the
Small Horde imited and secured aid from the sultans of the Medium